
K a ryn Hodge n s

From the 
c o n c rete to the

ab s t ract . . .
taking yo u n g
minds into 

the wo rld of
a l geb ra

Workshop Highlights:

A l geb raic Thinking is Elementary :
G e n e rate A l geb ra Power in Yo u r

Students Right From the Ve ry Start !

Build the Fo u n d ation of A l geb raic Thinking in the Pri m a ry
G ra d e s :

• D evelop number sense using concrete activ i t i e s .
• R e i n fo rce mat h e m atical concepts quick ly and conve n i e n t ly

with Po cket Chart Mat h . ™
• D i s c over ways to utilize students’ i n t e rest in games to 

re i n fo rce mat h e m atical concep t s .
• We ave data analysis into comparison stori e s .
• Build on students’ i n t u i t ive ideas about fra c t i o n s .
• D i s c over the power of manipulat ives in ex p l o ring ex p re s s i o n s

and equat i o n s .
• E x p l o re pat t e rns and functions the fun way using ru bb e r

stamps and sticke rs .
• P romote students’ a c c u rate use of mat h e m atical vo c abu l a ry.

I n c o rp o rate 2- and 3-Dimensional Geometry :

• Use hands-on ge o m e t ry activities to help
students describe their wo rl d.

• Tie fractional ideas to ge o m e t ric concep t s .

I n t egrate Real-Wo rld Ap p l i c at i o n s :

• R e l ate cl a s s room math to students’ eve ry d ay wo rld thro u g h
ri ch pro blem-solving activ i t i e s .

• L e a rn how to take adva n t age of “ t e a ch abl e ” moments to 
i n c o rp o rate important mat h e m atical concep t s .

P romote Higher- O rder Th i n k i n g :

• Build on students’ i n t u i t ive ideas about mat h .
• D i s c over how to ask just the right questions to encourage 

students to t h i n k .
• D i ffe re n t i ate activities to meet the needs of a l l s t u d e n t s .

Assess Student Wo rk using Po rt fo l i o s :

• M o t ivate students to learn through “ p owerful port fo l i o s .”
• Build on port folio activities throughout the ye a r.

Enhance the Curriculum with Content-Rich A c t iv i t i e s :

• E x p l o re operations on whole nu m b e rs .
• E x p ress nu m e ric re l ationships using re l ation symbols, < , > ,

and =.
• Find the missing number in equations with va ri abl e s .
• L o c ate and plot points on a coord i n ate gri d.
• E x p l o re number theory and pro p e rties of nu m b e rs .
• D i s c over how to become pro ficient in making re a s o n able 

e s t i m at e s .

M at h e m at i c s
G rades K-2

2 Day s

3

Prime Presentations
(888) 917-3950

D i s c over strat egies that strengthen and develop students’ c o n c eptual 
u n d e rstanding of mat h e m atics and move them to the next level 

. . . algeb raic thinking for pri m a ry learn e rs !

A 2-day wo rkshop for teach e rs of grades K through 2, e l e m e n t a ry math 
s p e c i a l i s t s , a d m i n i s t rat o rs , and parents who are interested in providing 

students with a concrete fo u n d ation on wh i ch to build more 
ab s t ract mat h e m atical ideas

* This workshop is also available to address the needs of K-5 teachers.

As elementary teach e rs , we have an opportunity to shape our students’ attitudes about math. Even more cri t i c a l ly,
we have the awesome responsibility of developing a mat h e m atical fo u n d ation that will enable a l l of our students to
be s u c c e s s f u l in math. This goal is within our grasp. Our methods of teaching at this level are the key to our stu-
d e n t s ’f u t u re success in mat h e m at i c s .

L e a rn how to help each student discover the mat h e m atician within, as their concrete ex p e riences are developed into
m o re ab s t ract ideas. Discover how to diffe re n t i ate your math curriculum so that all students are encouraged and
ch a l l e n ge d. Return to your cl a s s room understanding the power of algeb raic thinking and how the study of algeb ra
t ru ly begins in the pri m a ry gra d e s .


